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CLIMATE CHANGE IS IMPACTING HOW WE STUDY HISTORY

By Franki Gillis, Geoarchaeologist, Roman Army Museum and Magna Fort

-—

Hadrian's Wall offers a wealth of knowledge about the people who used to
live on this land. Our deep understanding of this landscape during Roman
times is partially due to the unique ecosystem which allows the
preservation of organic artifacts, such as leather and wood. These artifacts
provide an otherwise unforeseen look into the private lives of those living
along the Wall. Prior to the discovery of Vindolanda'’s vast shoe collection, it
was believed by scholars that Hadrian's Wall was purely a military
landscape, and therefore women and children were not present in this
area; but the shoes told a different story, with small children’s shoes and
finely decorated women'’s shoes being found in significant quantities.



Many of these finds are preserved in anaerobic (very low oxygen) soil
environments which dramatically slows the degradation of organic
artifacts. Unfortunately, climate change is impacting this preservation
landscape and causing this vital history to be lost right before our eyes.
Studies have shown that microscopic degradation of the Vindolanda
leather began in the mid-1990s but has only become visible to the naked
eye in the past few years. As such, the Vindolanda Trust is researching this
phenomenon and trying to devise methods of mitigating the impact of
climate change. In 2022, a series of weather stations and environmental
probe arrays were installed at both Vindolanda and Magna. These
instruments take measurements every fifteen minutes, every day. This data
shows that the preservation environment is switching to aerobic
(oxygenated) quite frequently — each time the organic artifacts are
exposed to oxygen, they degrade a bit further. While we, unfortunately,
cannot undo any damage that has already been done, this research will
help guide the Trust's future excavation areas and technigues. Mitigation is
an even trickier task; currently, the Trust plans to restore the peatland at
Magna in the hope that a healthy bog will prolong the life of the organic
material within the fort. All this works towards the overarching goal of
preserving the heritage of Hadrian's Wall for future generations.

You can read more about the work going on at Magna Fort at
https://romanarmymuseum.com/magnafort/

2026 LEEK SHOW REPORT
By Martin Armstrong

The Bridge Inn Leek Show was another big success. Huge congratulations
go to the winner Kevin Hind. Close second and most improved leeks went
to Jill Murray and third and best leek went to Adam Jackson. Well done
everyone!

A big thank-you to the rest of the club members for showing and
supporting the club. And thanks to everyone who bought raffle tickets and
congratulations to the raffle winners.

We had 26 members this year and it looks like we have another 4 joining
us for next year's show. If anyone would like to join the leek club, just pop
into the Bridge and let them know.



GILSLAND MOVIE NIGHTS AT THE VILLAGE HALL
By Clare Hawkins

After the success of our first showing in September we are looking forward
to this month's movie, ‘Belfast’ on Saturday 24th October at 7pm. Tickets
will be available online soon, from Andi at House of Meg and a limited
number on the door and cost £5.

This month we will have a pre-movie social with drinks and nibbles for sale
from 6pm. So you can drop by, meet old friends, make new friends and
get ready for an entertaining night. We will also have the raffle for the gold
and silver tickets. The gold ticket entitles the winner free entry to the next
movie with a free drink for two people. The silver ticket entitles the winner
to one free entry to the next movie. Tickets cost £1 and are available every
movie night.

AN UPDATE FROM GILSLAND PRIMARY SCHOOL
By Nicola Atkinson, Head Teacher

It's been lovely to see our children
enjoying their new play equipment this
week. Unfortunately though, staff have
had to remove dog poo on more than one
occasion this week. Please can people
refrain from allowing their dogs on the
school premises.

Our Harvest Festival will be on Friday 16 th
October. Once again, we will be collecting
donations for Brampton Food bank. Any
donations would be greatly received and
can be dropped at the school office.

Chloe from Network Rail, visited our
school to teach the children about railway
safety. We learned why railways can be so o B
dangerous and, most importantly, how to i A

keep themselves and others safe near

railway lines and level crossings. Staff were shocked at how many near
misses there have been in and around the Gilsland area.




THE UPPER DENTON CROSSING: AN ACCIDENT BLACKSPOT
By Andrew Davis

We recently moved to Upper Denton, which, as readers will know, is cut in
half by the railway line and a hand operated level crossing. With an interest
in history and knowing that the house dated to around 1800, | started to
research its past. | had no idea it would turn out to be so dark.

So we come to the early hours of 5th July 1872 and a collision between a
mineral train and ballast train at Sheath Bank Cutting, a double curve with
limited visibility. The incident resulted in multiple deaths and was the
subject of an inquiry at the Howard Arms in Brampton. This was well
reported in the local press and from those archives I've found some
fascinating details.

The ballast train was travelling from Low Row on the main line - west of
Upper Denton it shunted onto a side line and waited for two mineral trains
to pass. Despite knowing that a third mineral train was due, it then
reversed up the main line, van first. At the crossing, keeper Elizabeth
Stobbart saw the ballast train on the wrong line going “faster than a man
can run” and, hearing the third mineral train approaching, immediately
put up her signal. But it was too late - the two crashed head-on.

The guard saw the mineral train approaching and jumped from the van
followed by three of the seven other occupants - two survived but the
body of George Bell was later found dead at the side of the line. Three of
the men that remained in the van at the point of impact were killed:
William Skelton, George Harrington & Robert Hodspith. The fourth was
pulled clear with a broken arm. Witness, Joseph Hutchinson, was staying
at Mrs Armstrong's Inn, the Hare & Hounds and heard the crash and the
blowing of steam before rushing to the incident. Due to their very poor
state, the bodies had to be removed to the inn in quilts and blankets.

The inquiry blamed the crew of the mineral train who passed a warning
board with no reduction of speed. The company provided the coffins for
the victims and paid out a total of £16 in compensation to the widows and
relatives - about £2,500 in modern terms.

This was not an isolated tragedy: crossing keeper Thomas Thompson was
killed at the same spot in 1862, a traveller named Henry Williams in 1877,
and as late as 1970 a car became stuck on the crossing, causing a
derailment.

If anyone has further information on these incidents, the specific location
of the Upper Denton crossing or any original survey maps of the line,
please contact me on taliesin44@hotmail.com
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GILSLAND CHURCHYARD NEEDS YOU
By Alison Higgs, Church Warden

Gilsland churchyard is there for everyone who lives in the parish of
Gilsland. The members of St Mary Magdalene strive to keep it well
maintained so that everyone who comes to visit the graves of loved ones
may find a pleasant, well loved place. However, maintaining and insuring
the graveyard is expensive: grass cutting alone costs over £1000 a year.
Unlike a municipal cemetery, which is paid for out of rates, the cost of
maintaining churchyards is borne by those who give money to the church,
in the case of St Mary Magdalene, a tiny number. We are fortunate to now
receive a small grant form Thirlwall PC but that still leaves over £800 for
the church members and friends to find.

This is your churchyard. Please
consider helping to pay for
maintaining it to the standard
you would wish by donating
money for its upkeep.

e By BACS to Parochial
Church Council of
Gilsland sort code
16-52-21 account
numMber 53305944

e Bycheque tothe same
account via 4 Stanley
Crescent

e Orvia our giving page,
by scanning the QR
code, where you can
make a one-off
donation or arrange a
regular monthly or

annual gift. SCAN M E

Please help if you can. Your
churchyard needs you.




BULLETIN BOARD

The members of Gilsland church would like to thank the volunteers from
RAF Spadeadam for their sterling work clearing this year's vegetation from
the wild area of the churchyard ready for a wonderful display of wildflowers
next year. If you would like to get involved with managing this part of the
churchyard for wildlife, please contact Alison Higgs:
alison.marymag@gmail.com

Remembering Everyone knows the whole country pauses to remember
those members of the armed services who were lost serving our country
but at St Mary Magdalene there is a special time to remember all our loved
ones who have died. On Sunday November st at 2.30, Carlisle Taize Choir
will fill the church with beautiful, peaceful music to help in this time of
remembrance. Come and light a candle for those you have loved and
enjoy the serenity of this peaceful place. Everyone is welcome.

Gilsland Dominoes Drive is on 13th Oct at 7pm sharp. The cost is £3.50
which includes a supper half way through. We also have a 50p raffle and
prizes. Everyone is welcome whatever your level of playing.

The Poetry Drop-in this month will be held in the Old Booking Hall at
Haltwhistle Station where we will present a Programme of 28 Poems of
the railways! 3 pm on Wed 7th Oct. All are welcome! We are dedicating the
event to the memory of a great friend of the Tyne Valley Line and a lover of
Poetry and all things to do with Trains & Railways, Robert Forsythe

The Haltwhistle History Group in the Hospital Community Room will hear
from Julie Gibbon on the History of the Haltwhistle Partnership of the 11
parishes, how & why it began and what it has achieved over the decades.

The Hadrian Singers will be meeting as usual now on Fridays in the
Community Room at the hospital at 7pm with great songs of every kind to
enjoy. All welcome.

Hadrian's Wall Farmers Market on Sunday 11th October from 10am to
1.30pm at Greenhead Village Hall. Your monthly chance to get local
products direct. Stock up on meat, baking, preserves and drinks, and
browse the crafts. Delicious homemade refreshments.

The 38th Annual Haltwhistle Arts and Crafts Fair is the longest running
and one of the largest in Tynedale and is held at a time when people are
beginning to think about Christmas presents. It particularly gives local
people a chance to see the creative talent that they have on their doorstep.
The event takes place on Saturday 7th November, between 10am and 4m
at the Masonic Hall in Haltwhistle.



Tuesdays

WEEKLY EVENTS

e Yoga | Haltwhistle Leisure Centre | 10.30am - 11.30am
e G&G Knitting Group | House of Meg | Tpm - 3pm
e Outreach Post Office | Village Hall | lpom - 4pm

Wednesdays

e Craft Group | Village Hall | Iom - 4pm

Thursdays

e Outreach Post Office | Village Hall | 9.30am -12.30pm
e Coffee Break | Methodist Chapel | 10.30am - 12 noon

Fridays

e Outreach Post Office | Village Hall | 9.30am - 12.30pm
e Yoga | Haltwhistle Leisure Centre | 7.15pm - 8.15pm

Saturdays

e Hatha Flow Yoga | Green Croft Arts | 9am - 10am

Gilsland Methodist
Services start at 10.30 unless stated

October 4th | Songs of Praise
October 18th | Holy Communion

Northumberland County Council
General waste: 8th & 22nd
Recycling: 1st & 15th

www.northumberland.gov.uk/waste

Haltwhistle household recycling
Friday, Saturday, Sunday and Monday

8am - 6pm

CHURCH SERVICES

BIN DAYS

St. Mary Magdalene

Services start at 9.30 unless stated
1th October | Morning Worship
25th October | Harvest Thanksgiving
with Holy Communion

Ist November 2.30pm |
In Memoriam (with songs from Taizé)

Cumberland Council

Refuse & garden: 12th & 26th
Recycling: 5th & 19th

www.cumberland.gov.uk/bins-recycling-and-stree
t-cleaning/waste-collections

Brampton household recycling
10am to 6pm, every day except
Tuesday



Kennedy
Storage

Secure self storage for businesses
and households.

CCTV MONITORED
24/7 EAST ACCESS
LOW COST
EASY TO USE
FLEXIBLE TERMS

For prices and availability call us on
01434 322 600, 07778 378 716 or
email peter@kennedystorage.co.uk

Professional, independent
painter and decorator,
clean and reliable service
based in Gilsland.

DUSTLESS SANDING
WALLPAPERING
FULLY INSURED

Contact Dave:
07725952543

www.kennedystorage.co.uk

Gilsland’s award-winning tea rooms serving hot meals,
drinks and delicious tray bakes.

Visit our Facebook page for more information!

Mon - Sat: 10am - 3pm
Sun: 10am - 3pm
Wed: Closed

4 Hall Terrace,
J:| Gilsland, CA8 7BW
%o poe” Tel: 016977 47777

0 Houseofmegtearooms




WILD BIRD SEED
& MUCH MORE!

Poltross Enterprises are the
region’s wild bird food specialists
as well as stockists of a wide range
of animal foods and accessories
for dogs, cats, poultry, small
animals and horses.

We also sell quality peat-free
compost and even offer a free
delivery service!

POLTROSS ENTERPRISES
Unit 8b, West End Ind Estate,
Haltwhtistle, NE49 9HA

Tel: 01434 321111

Open: Mon, Tue, Thur & Sat

P.D. Kennedy
Electricals Ltd.

‘We undertake all types of
industrial/domestic work, plus
electrical installation and repairs.

For a free estimate tel/fax:

01434 322 600

For out of hours emergencies tel:
07778 378 716

Unit 6A
m Haltwhistle
NIBEE EBREE Industrial Estate
approvep Northumberland

CONTRACTOR NEFA49 OHA

www.pdkennedyelectricals.co.uk

\

NE

e
N

BOOK CLUB

ey L

\
~
-

AMS
Eém.&%‘NN

/
o//

QUIZ NlGHT

VERY THIRD SATURDA
. OF THE MONTH :

= 7




CLASSIFIEDS

Robert Tio

Good customer care
Environmentally friendly

Qualified plumber with over 20 years’ experience
Approved by Northumbria Water and United Utilities
Registered with WaterSafe scheme and Building Engineering

Services.

Plumbing and heating service including:

» Refurbishment of bathrooms, kitchens and utility rooms

* Heating radiators, pipework etc.

¢ Safety products for the elderly and disabled, installed to NHS
standards

» Sourcing of specialist or beautiful designer products

* Emergency call-outs

Text: 07419 9920604

Handy History | Katie McClure
Tours and Roman | (¢
Experiences

Visit our website for more
information about Guided Tours
along Hadrian's Wall, Cumbria and

cumbrian optical company

A local optician providing eye-care
for the whole family

Offering a range of services including:

Eye tests
Northumberland. We are also Con%/act lenses
offering Roman Experiences ocT

including 'Write Like a Roman’,
'Roman Food and Drink'.

Myopia management
Visual stress testing

More Roman Experiences will be Frames and sunglasses

coming soon!

Tel: 016977 2214
Email: reception@cumbrianeyes.com

Front Street, Brampton, CA8 1NS

Contact: Catherine Jarvis

Handy
History

My

y
Exploring the past

Tel: 07759 020885

catherine@handyhistory.co.uk = www.cumbrianopticalcompany.co.uk

www.handyhistory.co.uk




Order Milk, Yogurt, Cheeses, Eggs
24hrs in advance and collect any time.
Contact by phone on 07900472342 or

email on
slackhouseorganicfarm@gmail.com

SHOP OPENS Monday & Friday 11.00
to 16.00

Slack House Organic Farm,
Gilsland, Brampton, CA8
7DB (near Birdoswald
Roman Fort on Hadrian’s
Wall)

UPGOMING EVENTS

ARTS, WELLBEING AND CREATIVE EXPERIENCES

Saturday 03 October 10.00 - 14.00

- w: R WILLOW & HAZEL FENCE PANEL

WORKSHOP
£115.00

o Sunday 04 October 19.30 - 21.30
S EVERY BRILLIANT THING
& AT GILSLAND VILLAGE HALL

£15.00/ £10.00

Sunday 11 October 18.00 - 20.00
FLOATING SOUND BATH
AT HAYTON POOL

£35.00

Friday 20 November 19.30 - 21.30

f R SOUNDS ROOTS
'8y AT GILSLAND VILLAGE HALL
* £15.00 / £10.00

THE THRESHING BARN, GREEN CROFT, GILSLAND, CA8 7EL

www.greencroftarts.co.uk

Plumbing & Heating Engineer

.

L.AF
ENGINEERING

Based in Gilsland
Gas, Oil, LPG & Solid Fuel.
Commercial Plumbing & Oil Work undertaken.
Bespoke bathrooms, Underfloor Heating,
Pressurised Cylinders , Radiator Replacements,
Tiling, Shower Boarding.

Swift Emergency Responses

A
Zuoreesn. BAXI sapphird® jaNaVIEN

Bosch Group

Tel: 07861794061
Email: luke@lafengineering.com

MOSS PETERAL
s AR M om

(I}OGREENHEAD Q

4?711 Das g%“b
Pasture-fed beef from

Galloway cattle born and
reared at Moss Peteral.

Available with free local
delivery, value boxes and
bespoke orders.

07935 259 416
SUE@MOSSPETERAL.COM
CA8 7HY

WWW.MOSSPETERAL.COM




Carlisle City Councillors: Brampton &
Fellside

Mike Mitchelson

Cumbria County Councillor

Mike Mitchelson, 0169772871
Northumberland County Councillor

Alan Sharp, Office: 01434693693, Home:

01434320167, Mobile: 07759665200
Thirlwall Parish Council

Chair: Sue Seymour 07935259416,
sue@mosspeteral.com

Vice Chair: Owen Wilkins

Clerk: clerk@thirlwallparishcouncil.org
Councillors: Emma Guerrero
Waterhead Parish Council

Chair: David Rackstraw

Vice Chair: Jovan Nicholson

Clerk: Sue Hatt:
waterheadpc@gmail.com
Councillors: John Woodmass-Calvert
Upper Denton Parish Council
Chair: Dan Newrick

Clerk: Sue Hatt:
upperdentonpc@gmail.com
Councillors: Mike Harris

WHO'S WHO

Knitting Group: Brenda Smith, 47361
Craft Group: Sue Maughan, 47607
Dominos: Doreen Gutteridge, 47036
Folk Club Brampton: Katy, 01228
674209

Gilsland Parish Church: Alison Higgs,
47409; Rev Ben Phillips, 07936 099123
or ben@lanercost.net

Gilsland School: 47302

Greenhead School: 47347

Gilsland Show secretary: Vicky Baty,
01228 675368

Methodist Church: Melvyn
Whatmough, 47524

Tourism Partnership: Catherine Jarvis,
07759 020 885

Village Hall Committee & Bookings:
gilslandhallcommittee@gmail.com
Village Hall: 01697 543229

WI: Doreen Gutteridge, 47036

Youth Club: Clare Hawkins, 47371

Submissions

The magazine is always looking for
submissions! The deadline for
submissions is the 20th of the month.
Submissions may be edited.

Digital copies

Digital copies of the magazine will be
available from the st of the month at
gilslandvillagemagazine.co.uk. You can
sign up to get an email alert when the
issue is published on the Contact page
of the website.

Credits

Thanks to the contributors and
advertisers featured in this edition. This
publication couldn’t be produced and
delivered without the help of
volunteers. The magazine is edited by
Chris Cantrill, Owen Wilkins, Malcolm
Redman and Liam McNulty.

Advertising

If you're interested in advertising your
product or service with us, please
email gilslandmag@outlook.com.
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